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Background 
 
The California Water Plan, also known as Bulletin 160, is a document produced by 
the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) to serve as a framework for water 
managers, legislators, and the public to consider options and make decisions regarding 
California’s water future. The plan, updated every five years, presents basic data and 
information on California’s water resources, such as water supply evaluations and 
assessments of agricultural, urban, and environmental water uses, as well as goals, 
objectives and strategies to address the State’s water needs. 
 
DWR’s intent for the Water Plan is to: 1) meet water code requirements, 2) receive 
broad support among those participating in California’s water planning, and 3) be a 
useful document for the public, water planners throughout the state, legislators and 
other decision-makers. 
 
Work on the next five-year update, which is scheduled for release in 2013, began last 
year.  Given the substantial contributions of Sierra watersheds to the overall State water 
picture, the SNC worked with DWR and the 2013 update facilitators to be added to the 
State Agency Steering Committee (SASC) overseeing the development of the 2013 
Update.   
 
The SASC represents the executive branch in the development of the plan through the 
active participation of 27 agencies, boards, departments and commissions that have a 
statutory and/or policy nexus to the water plan.  A list of SASC members is included as 
Exhibit A to this report. 
 
The SASC is informed by a Public Advisory Committee as well as regional and topic-
area caucuses, a Tribal Advisory Committee, federal agencies and the Statewide Water 
Analysis Network, the science arm of the effort.  The goal of the collaborative SASC is 
to develop a more comprehensive Water Plan update.  It does this by integrating into 
the final document issues related to water supply, water use efficiency, water quality, 
flood management, and environmental stewardship, as well as the respective missions, 
goals and priorities of the involved agencies. 
 
Current Status 
 
As part of the SNC’s efforts to improve relationships with other State agencies and 
communicate the importance of the Sierra Nevada to those who live and work outside of 
the Region, we view the addition of the SNC to the SASC as an important achievement.  
We have already begun consulting with various stakeholders in the Sierra Nevada to let 
them know about this unprecedented opportunity to influence the issues, strategies and 
recommendations that get addressed in this next update to the California Water Plan. 
 
The 2013 Update will include a number of new goals and objectives that relate to the 
Sierra, including: working through the existing Integrated Regional Water Management 
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(IRWM) program, better integrating federal and tribal goals and issues into the planning 
approach, and tapping more heavily into local knowledge to identify regional diversity 
and unique attributes that need special attention.  DWR, under the auspices of the 
SASC, will hold regional meetings around the state several times a year, working with 
stakeholder-based “design teams” to assist with the content and outreach for each 
regional meeting.  Regional teams will also be convened to develop regional reports 
that become part of the water plan.  These reports describe current conditions, unique 
objectives, locally developed priorities and recommendations for resource management 
strategies by region.   
 
While there is no single hydrologic region that includes the entire Sierra Nevada, DWR 
does have what is called an “overlay” for the mountain counties area, covering primarily 
the western portions of Plumas County in the north to Madera County in the south.  A 
map showing the current hydrologic regions and overlay areas is included as Exhibit B 
to this staff report.  One of the SNC’s goals has been to encourage other agencies and 
entities to recognize the Sierra Nevada as a distinct Region.  In a possible step toward 
that goal, DWR is considering expanding the Mountain Counties overlay area to include 
much more of the SNC Region – at least on the western side – from Modoc in the north 
to the western foot of the Tehachapi’s in Kern County.  A map showing the possible 
expansion area is included as Exhibit C. 
 
Next Steps 
 
The SNC plans to continue working with stakeholders in the Region to identify and put 
forward key messages and objectives for the Sierra Nevada, as well as to generate 
Regional and Subregional stakeholder participation in the planning workshops.  In 
addition, we will be leading efforts on the design team for both the regional outreach 
meetings and development of the regional plan for the mountain counties, along with 
other key partners such as the Mountain Counties Water Resources Association.  And 
finally, the SNC will participate in the caucus group addressing potential financing for 
strategies and recommendations included in the update. 
 
In a related effort, the SNC is also involved on the State Interagency Team for the Delta 
Plan, a legislatively mandated effort designed to achieve the co-equal goals of providing 
a more reliable water supply for California and protecting, restoring and enhancing the 
Delta ecosystem.  This plan is being developed by the Delta Stewardship Council as a 
requirement of the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta Reform Act of 2009.   
 
While the primary planning area for the Delta Plan is limited to the statutorily defined 
Delta, the draft plan does contemplate certain actions in the secondary planning area, 
which includes the upper watersheds of the Sacramento River and areas outside of the 
Delta  that receive exported water.  Because so much of the inflow to the Delta comes 
from the Sierra Nevada, the SNC believes it has a critical role to play in the 
development of this plan, as well.   
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SNC staff will continue to explore opportunities to engage on a variety of other efforts 
taking place affecting the Delta and other water policy issues in order to better facilitate  
understanding of and appropriate involvement among Sierra stakeholders in these 
efforts. 
 
Recommendation  
 
This is an information item only; no formal action is needed by the Board at this 
time, although Boardmembers are encouraged to share their thoughts and 
comments.  
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UPDATE 2013 

CALIFORNIA WATER PLAN  
STATE AGENCY STEERING COMMITTEE 

Last updated 03/22/11 
 

AGENCY  MEMBER (M) / ALTERNATE (A)  CONTACT INFORMATION 
1. Air Resources Board  M  Dave Edwards   

A  Rob Duvall 
dedwards@arb.ca.gov  
rduvall@arb.ca.gov  

2. Boating & Waterways   M  Steve Watanabe  
A  Karl Rose 

swatanabe@dbw.ca.gov
krose@water.ca.gov  

3. Business, Transportation & Housing Agency  M  Gregg Albright 
A           Pam Korte 

Gregg.Albright@bth.ca.gov
Pam.Korte@bth.ca.gov 

4. Department of Transportation (CALTrans)  M  Horacio Paras  Horacio.Paras@dot.ca.gov

5. California Environmental Protection Agency 
(CAL EPA) 

M  Cindy Tuck  ctuck@calepa.ca.gov

6. Delta Stewardship Council  M  Keith Coolidge 
A           Jessica Pearson 

keith.coolidge@deltacouncil.ca.gov
Jessica.Pearson@deltacouncil.ca.gov 

7. California Emergency Management Agency (Cal 
EMA) 

M  Tina Curry  
A  LeAnn Gilmore  

christina_curry@calema.ca.gov
leann_gilmore@calema.ca.gov  

8. California Energy Commission   M  Lorraine White  lwhite@energy.state.ca.us

9. California Public Utilities Commission   M  Rami Kahlon  
M  Matthew Deal    
A  Al Schiff    
A  Cynthia J. Truelove  

rsk@cpuc.ca.gov  
matthew.deal@cpuc.ca.gov 
aas@cpuc.ca.gov 
cynthia.truelove@cpuc.ca.gov   

10. California Coastal Commission  M          Al Wanger  awanger@coastal.ca.gov
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AGENCY  MEMBER (M) / ALTERNATE (A)  CONTACT INFORMATION 
11. Conservation  M  Brian Leahy  

A  John Lowrie  
A  Bruce Gwynne  

Brian.Leahy@conservation.ca.gov
John.lowrie@conservation.ca.gov 
Bruce.Gwynne@conservation.ca.gov  

12. Fish & Game   M          Glenda Marsh 
M  Carl Wilcox 
A  Paul Forsberg   

GDMARSH@dfg.ca.gov
Cwilcox@dfg.ca.gov 
PForsber@dfg.ca.gov  

13. Food & Agriculture (Board of)  M  Adan Ortega  adanortega@mac.com

14. Food & Agriculture (Dept.)  M  David Pegos  dpegos@cdfa.ca.gov

15. Forestry & Fire Protection (CALFIRE)  M  Chris Keithley   Chris.Keithley@fire.ca.gov

16. Governor’s Office of Planning and Research  M          Scott Morgan  
M          Ben Rubin 

Scott.Morgan@opr.ca.gov
Ben.Rubin@OPR.CA.GOV 

17. Housing and Community Development  M  Cathy Creswell 
A   Paul McDougall 
A  Allison Joe  

PMcdouga@hcd.ca.gov
PMcdouga@hcd.ca.gov 
AJoe@hcd.ca.gov  

18. Native American Heritage Commission  M  Debbie Pilas‐Treadway 
A           Rob Wood 

dpt_nahc@pacbell.net
rw_nahc@pacbell.net  

19. Ocean Protection Council  M          TBA  TBA

20. Parks & Recreation   M  Stuart Hong  
A  Alexandra Stehl  

shong@parks.ca.gov
astehl@parks.ca.gov  

21. Public Health   M          Carl Lischeske 
M          Stephen A. Woods 

Carl.Lischeske@cdph.ca.gov
Steve.Woods@cdph.ca.gov  

22. Natural Resources Agency  M  Kurt Malchow  kurt.malchow@resources.ca.gov
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AGENCY  MEMBER (M) / ALTERNATE (A)  CONTACT INFORMATION 
23. State Lands Commission   M  Marina Brand  brandm@slc.ca.gov

24. State Water Resources Control Board   M  Darrin Polhemus 
A  Elizabeth Haven  
A  Marianna Aue 

Dpolhemus@waterboards.ca.gov  
lhaven@waterboards.ca.gov  
maue@waterboards.ca.gov 

25. Sierra Nevada Conservancy  M  Kerri Timmer  
A  Bob Kingman 

ktimmer@sierranevada.ca.gov
bkingman@sierranevada.ca.gov  

26. Toxic Substances Control  M  Scott Warren 
A  Mike Vivas 

SWarren@dtsc.ca.gov
MVivas@dtsc.ca.gov  

27. Water Resources  (DWR)  M  Kamyar Guivetchi (Chair) 
A           Paul Massera 

kamyarg@water.ca.gov
pmassera@water.ca.gov   

Water Plan Project Team Member  Title/Team  Email 
Paul Massera  Program Manager  pmassera@water.ca.gov  
Lew Moeller  Project Manager  lmoeller@water.ca.gov  
Megan Fidell  Climate Change Work Team  mfidell@water.ca.gov  
Rich Juricich  Data and Analytical Tools Work Team  juricich@water.ca.gov  
Michael Perrone  Ecosystem Planning Work Team  mperrone@water.ca.gov  
Terri Wegener  Integrated Flood Planning Work Team  twegener@water.ca.gov  
Elizabeth Patterson  Land Use Planning Work Team  elopato@comcast.net  
Jose Alarcon  Water Quality Work Team  jalarcon@water.ca.gov  
Lisa Beutler  Facilitation Work Team  lisa‐beutler@comcast.net  
Judie Talbot  Facilitation Work Team  talbot.judie@gmail.com  
Dorian Fougeres  Facilitation Work Team  fougeres@gmail.com  
Katie Cox  Facilitation Work Team  kcox@ccp.csus.edu  

 

Agenda Item XIIc Exhibit A



_̂

_̂

_̂

_̂

Hydrologic Regions &Overlay Areas ofInterest
_̂ Regional Offices

Legal Delta
DWR Regional boundaries
Mountain Counties
North Coast
San Francisco Bay
Central Coast
South Coast
Sacramento River
San Joaquin River
Tulare Lake
North Lahontan
South Lahontan
Colorado River

8

NC

SR

NL

SF SJ

CC
TL

SL

SC
CR

Prepared by: Scott Hayes
04 - January - 2011

Northern Region
Red Bluff, CA

North Central Region
West Sacramento, CA

South Central Region
Fresno, CA

Southern Region
Glendale, CA

Agenda Item XIIc Exhibit B



Figure 2  Map showing Mountain Counties Area, the Sierra Nevada Region, and existing DAUs and 
PAs.  Map courtesy of North Central Region office. 
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