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What connects wildfires, mercury pollution, and dry meadows in the Sierra to nm [ Tube) i
Los Anpeles? Your water!

Half of the water that L.A. drnks comes from the mountains of Northern Califormia where:

= Megafires Be the Rim Fire are becomang more common
= Hisforic mining sies bleed toae subsiances in to the rivers
= And mesdows that act as sponges for snow and rain are drying up

Individually, each of these conditions disrupt the natwral systemn that is the source of your water, but
combined they result in challenges to your water supply that even the best local consenvation practices
cannot resofve.

As you deal with poloy and funding decisions, kesp in mind that investing in your watershed is crfically
important. For the last 10 years, the Sierra Nevada Conservancy and cur partners hawve been working
hard to protect your water supphy, bug there is still so much to do.

The interactive map below will take you on 3 jourmey from your tap to the mowntains that are the source of NE VADA

your water, and will introduce you to the major challenges that nead to be addressed today if you are to
GEOTOURISM
N ) N

conbnue to rely on this water in the future.
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The Los Angeles Water Story =
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& printainle version of the Feather River Watershed and the systern that connects it with Los Angeles is
svailable here.

To leam more about the work that the Sierma Mevada Conseriancy has done to protect the water supphy
for all Cakfornia famiies, visit Investing in Calfornia’s YWatershed. To explore the connections betwesn
cther communities and thesr Sierra water source visit the Sierra Mevada Watersheds Map.
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Feather River to LA Water Story

Your Water's Journey
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California At Risk California's Watershed Your Clean, Reliable Water Your Clean, Reliable Water : ' California Aqueduct Your Watershed and Fire
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Feather River to LA Water Story

Your Water's Journey

I 5erra Nevada Conservancy Regian
B Defta Boundary
— Majar Rivers

Dowernstrean Water Users
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California's The Sierra Nevada provides
more than 60% of California's
Watershed developed water supply.

California's Watershed

WWW.SIERRANEVADA.CA.GOV



Feather River to LA Water Story California’s Watershed 1 W &
Your Water's journey ) 4
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Feather River to LA Water Story California’s

Your Water's Journay

i Pyramid
v Lake
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Your Clean. Reliable The Feather River watershed is your primary source of
' water, which starts its journey as snowflakes falling in
Water forests over 400 miles to the north of your tap.

California At Risk California's witmhed

e e o
Your Watershed and Fir
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Feather River to LA Water Story California’s Watershed

Your Water's journey
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Lake Oroville The snowmelt eventually makes it to Lake Oroville, e . - IBGA
where it is stored before enters the State Water Project. 3 Y i ¢ -
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Lake Oroville

California's Watershed Your Clean, H-Blmhln Water Your Clean, Reliable Water
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Feather River to LA Water Story

Your Water's Journey
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Aq ueduct California.
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Feather River to LA Water Story

Your Water's Journey
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Your Watershed and Fire

California's Watershed

D Seria Mevada Conservancy Boundary
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Your clear, reliable water is at risk from a variety of
threats, including high-severity wildfire. 76% of the
watershed is classified at either high or very high fire
threat. In recent years, the Chips and Moonlight fires
have scarred the watershed - their red outlines can be
seen on the map on the right.

Your ﬂﬂ_iﬂ_ﬂﬂl;ﬂt Water Your Clean, Reliable Water

ornia's Watershed
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Feather River to LA Water Story

Your Water's journey

MDDI‘I“ght Fire - Two In 2007, the Mﬂonllght Fire burned 65,000 acres in the
Feather Watershed. Two years later, the forests were

Years Later in 2009 still badly damaged, impairing their ability to protect the
snowpack.
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Feather River to LA Water Story

Your Water's journey

Moonlight Fire Scar - Two Years
Later in 2009

MDUT‘I"ght Fire Scar - The high-severity burn areas have exposed the soil,
: which can lead to landslides that send massive amounts
Two Years Later in 2009 of sediment downstream and the loss of storage

capacity in Lake Oroville.
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Moonlight Fire Scar - Two
Years Later in 2009
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Feather River to LA Water Story

California’s Watershe

Your Water's journey

b

Abandoned Mine Lands Abandoned mine lands from last century, such as
Malakoff-Diggins in Nevada County, continue to be a

problem today, releasing mercury and other dangerous
toxins into our waterways.
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Feather River to LA Water Story

Your Water's journey

— lderntified Impaired Waterways

E Feather Watershad Boundary

Sierra Mevada Conservancy Region

M. Fork Faather Rivar

M. Fork Feather River

Impaired Wate rways Over 250 miles of rivers and the two largest lakes in the
Feather River watershed are listed as impaired due to
mercury.

Impaired Waterways
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Feather River to LA Water Story California's Waters

Your Water's journey

Climate Change & Drought- January
2013 vs 2014 Snowpack

Climate change and drought will exacerbate the current
threats to California's water supply. Through actions
Drﬂught' JEHUEW 2013 today, we can help reduce the impacts these threats will

vs 2014 Snnwpack have in the future.
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Feather River to LA Water Story
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California's Watershed 1 W &
Your Water's journey

Investi ng in Your Water The Sierra Nevada Conservancy is working to protect
the health of the forests, the local economy, and your
water supply by investing more than $50 million into
local projects, such as restoration to the lands around
rivers and streams. These projects help protect the
snowpack and may help increase water yield.
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Feather River to LA Water Story

Your Water's journey

Today's Overgrown
Forests and the Future's

Healthy Forests

Impaired Waterways
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Many forests in the Sierra Nevada are overgrown and
unhealthy (forest on the left). Thanks to projects funded
by the SNC and other local partners, thousands of acres
have been restored, such as the forest on the right.
These forests are safer and more friendly to wildlife,
snow, water, and recreation.

Investing in Your Water Today's Overgrown Forests
and the Future's Healthy
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CA Under Fire
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Feather River to LA Water Story

Your Water's journey
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Climate Change & Drought-
January 2013 vs 201

S k:
A recent report by the SNC and partners
has demonstrated that for every dollar
invested today in treatments, three dollars
in long-term savings would be gained. In
the Feather River Watershed, prudent
investment could save the public
hundreds of millions of dollars in costs
associated with large wildfires.
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Feather River to LA Water Story California’s
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Your Water's journey -
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Degraded Meadows Degraded meadows do not store or protect snowmelt. 4 Stockton
This dramatically reduces late summer flows into lower |

elevation lakes such as Lake Oroville. %
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Feather River to LA Water Story California’s Water

Your Water's journey

SIERRA NEWVAD,
C O EERY

i Pyramia
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The SNC is working with partners to restore and protect
meadows, such as the Pearce Family Ranch
Conservation Easement.
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Feather River to LA Water Story

Your Water's journey

California’s Watershes
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Your TEIP Water Continued State of California investment in our ol "
Taddmnt g : ;
watersheds is critical to ensure a continued supply of San Diega’ T R ”
clean water for your communities. Failure to invest T

adequately will result in a loss of water quality,
reliability, and supply.
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