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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
SIERRA NEVADA CONSERVANCY 

 
Sierra Nevada Conservancy Grant Program Safe Drinking Water,  

Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal Protection Act of 
2006 (Proposition 84) 

 
 
Applicant:   THE NATURE CONSERVANCY 
 
Project Title:   RUDNICK RANCH ACQUISITION 
 
Subregion:   SOUTH 
 
County:   KERN 
 
SNC Funding:   $500,000.00 
 
Total Project Cost:  $11,276,000.00 
 
Application Number: 434 
 
Final Score:    90.3 
 
 

PROJECT SCOPE 
 

This project will acquire approximately 15,000 acres* of the Rudnick Ranch in the 
southern Sierra Nevada range.  The ranch supports chaparral, grasslands, oak 
woodlands, and riparian communities in the Middle Kern - Upper Tehachapi - Grapevine 
watershed.  Protection of the ranch eliminates the threat of subdivision and associated 
water use safeguarding local aquifers and allowing natural ground water recharge and 
runoff processes to continue.  Caliente Creek follows the southern property boundary 
for approximately 4.3 miles and conservation of the ranch will protect large areas of the 
creek’s watershed and floodplain.  Over six miles of Walker Basin Creek occur on the 
ranch with a majority supporting perennial flow.   
 
The goal is to continue operations as a working ranch ensuring grazing is carried out in 
a sustainable manner that maintains the important resources.  Living resources include 
a broad matrix of plant and animal species located in the several habitat types found on 
the ranch.  Historic resources include preservation of Baker Grade Road built by 
Bakersfield’s namesake and the ruins of the old tollhouse that remains on the property.  
 
This project is part of a larger joint conservation effort under the umbrella of the 
Southern Sierra Partnership (SSP), consisting of  The Nature Conservancy (TNC), 
Audubon California, Sequoia Riverlands Trust, Sierra Business Council and others.  
The SSP was formed to prioritize effective conservation of the Southern Sierra and 
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Tehachapi Ranges by identifying key properties that ensure the region maintains its 
character in the face of increased human demands and climate change.  The Nature 
Conservancy is seeking the majority of funding for completing this acquisition from a 
variety of sources including public and private funders. 
 
 

PROJECT SCHEDULE 
  
DETAILED PROJECT DELIVERABLES TIMELINE 

Complete Phase I – Environmental Assessment July 2011 

Complete Funding and Closing Documents August 2011 

Finalize Acquisition September 2011 

Six-month progress report November 2011 

FINAL PAYMENT / FINAL PAYMENT REQUEST  January 2012 

 
 

PROJECT COSTS 
 

PROJECT BUDGET CATEGORIES TOTAL SNC FUNDING 

Acquisition fees $500,000.00 

GRAND TOTAL  $500,000.00 

 
 

PROJECT SUPPORT LETTERS 
 

 Audubon California 

 Ranchers for Responsible Conservation 

 Sequoia Riverlands Trust 

 Sierra Business Council 
 
 

PROJECT PERFORMANCE MEASURES 
 
There are four Performance Measures common to all grants.  In addition, grantees are 
required to include between one and three project-specific measures.  Performance 
Measures listed here represent those proposed by applicants and may be modified 
through further discussion with SNC staff.   
 

 Linear Feet of Stream Bank Protected or Restored 

 Number of Significant Sites Protected or Preserved 

 Acres of Land Conserved 

 Tons of Carbon Sequestered or Emissions Avoided 
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* Assessor Parcel Numbers for the properties included in this project are: 

 
179-150-02, 179-150-19, 179-150-08, 179-150-07, 
179-150-03, 179-150-18, 179-150-06, 179-150-05, 
179-150-04, 179-150-09, 179-150-10, 179-150-11, 
179-150-12, 397-110-09, 397-110-06, 397-110-05, 
179-140-01, 179-140-02, 179-140-03, 179-140-05, 
179-140-04, 197-140-06, 179-140-07, 179-150-16, 
179-150-20, 179-150-21, 179-150-22, 179-150-23, 
179-150-24, 179-150-25, 179-150-26, 179-150-27, 
179-150-28, 179-150-29, 179-150-30, 179-150-31, 
179-150-14, 179-140-13, 179-140-14, 179-140-15, 
179-140-16, 179-140-17, 179-140-11, 179-140-19, 
179-140-18, 179-140-08, 179-170-04, 179-170-05, 
179-160-01, 179-160-02, 179-160-03, 179-260-01, 
179-170-06, 179-160-07, 179-160-06, 179-160-04, 
266-140-02, 266-150-05, 266-150-04, 266-150-03, 
266-160-03, 266-160-01, 266-170-01, 266-170-02, 
266-160-02, 266-170-04, 266-170-03, 266-180-01, 
266-180-02, 179-180-02, 179-180-22 
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